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	ADOPTION AGREEMENT



THIS AGREEMENT, dated this _____ day of ___________________, 2009, is made by and between Midwest Bloodhound Rescue, Inc. (MBR) and _________________________________________ (Adoptive Family).

WITNESSETH:

Whereas, an altered male/female bloodhound known as ___________________ (the Dog), of an approximate age of ______________ and of red/black & tan/liver & tan color, was surrendered to MBR in _______________________. 

Whereas, Adoptive Family wishes to acquire possession and ownership of the Dog;

Whereas, MBR wishes to place the Dog with Adoptive Family;

By reason of the foregoing consideration, IT IS HEREBY AGREED:

1.
Adoption Donation. Adoptive Family shall pay an Adoption Donation for the adoption of the Dog in the amount of _________________________. The payment shall be by cash or money order and shall be payable to "Midwest Bloodhound Rescue, Inc.”. The parties understand and agree that the Adoption Donation is to assist in the on-going expenses in rescuing, caring for and placing dogs.

2.
Adoptive Family's Obligations and Duties. Adoptive Family agrees to make all reasonable efforts to maintain the Dog in excellent health for as long as Adoptive Family has possession of the Dog. This includes, but is not limited to the following:
a.
Prompt and timely vaccinations;
b.
Heartworm prevention;
c.
Proper veterinary care;
d.
A substantial above-ground, fenced enclosure with adequate shelter from the elements;
e.
Proper nutrition;
f.
Neither negligently nor intentionally allowing the Dog to roam free, nor be staked or tied outside on a chain, rope, cable or other means of restraint; and 

g.
Such other and different actions necessary and proper to maintain the dog in an excellent state of health.

3.
Adoptive Family's Covenants Concerning Care, Travel Expenses and Home Visits. If the Dog cannot be maintained in the above described manner, Adoptive Family covenants and agrees to contact MBR and to be responsible for all travel arrangements necessary to return the Dog to MBR with no right to a refund of any or all of the Adoption Donation. Adoptive Family also agrees to periodic home visits, which is solely for the purpose of verifying, documenting and substantiating compliance with the duties set forth Paragraph 2 above. The home visits shall occur at the discretion of MBR but shall not unduly burden or intrude upon Adoptive Family’s home life.


4.
MBR's Authorization to Communicate with Veterinarian. Adoptive Family hereby authorizes and permits MBR to communicate with Adoptive Family's veterinarian about the Dog, its health and safety. MBR shall make all reasonable efforts not to incur any Veterinarian expense to Adoptive Family. Adoptive Family shall provide a written authorization to MBR in a prompt manner if the veterinarian insists on same; but the parties contemplate that presentation of this Agreement shall be sufficient authorization.

5.
Adoptive Family's Covenants Concerning Sale of Dog; MBR's Reasonable Consent to Transfer. Adoptive Family covenants and agrees that the Dog is not being purchased for sale to other persons, parties or entities. If at any time, for any reason, circumstances occur that prevents Adoptive Family from keeping the Dog, Adoptive Family shall arrange, at their own expense, to return the Dog to MBR. The Dog cannot be given, sold, donated, or by any other means of permanent separation, to anyone including, but not limited to, a family member, neighbor, shelter/humane society/animal control, research or educational facility or other rescue group without the express written consent of MBR. MBR shall not unreasonably withhold its consent so long as the assignee or transferee agrees to abide by the terms of this Agreement.

6.
Condition of Dog and Limitation of Warranties by MBR. Adoptive Family understands that MBR is not responsible, nor to be held responsible in the future, for any problems that may arise with the Dog, including, but not limited to, the Dog's temperament, the Dog's susceptibility to hip dysplasia, other genetic diseases or infectious diseases. Adoptive Family acknowledges and agrees that MBR offers no warranties, either express or implied, other than contained in Paragraph 7 of this Agreement concerning the Dog or the Dog's condition.

7.
Warranty of Healthy Condition. With the exception of any items listed below this paragraph, MBR affirmatively states that the Dog is currently in a healthy condition and initial evaluations indicate that the Dog possesses a temperament consistent with that of a bloodhound. However, Adoptive Family understands that temperament and health issues may surface that were unforeseen prior to adoption. Adoptive Family acknowledges and accepts any and all issues listed below as “Exceptions” and releases MBR from any and all responsibility related to said exceptions.

Exceptions:

8.
Covenant of Indemnification. Adoptive Family agrees to indemnify and hold harmless MBR, its directors, agents or assigns for any damage caused by the Dog including, but not limited to, property damage, personal injury and/or death. The parties acknowledge and agree that this Agreement does not indemnify MBR from its own actions or omissions.

9.
Rescission of Transfer and Expense Reimbursement in the Event of Breach of Agreement.
a.
In the event that Adoptive Family breaches this Agreement, MBR shall, at its election, have the right to take the Dog from Adoptive Family. Nevertheless, this election shall not be unreasonably exercised.
b.
Adoptive Family agrees to reimburse MBR for all reasonable costs associated with the necessity of removing of the Dog. These costs include rehabilitation, travel and telephone expenses, medicines, veterinary care and food.

c.
The parties contemplate that MBR shall enter onto Adoptive Family's property and, by self-help, take possession of the Dog or, as an alternative, obtain injunctive relief to obtain possession of the Dog. Adoptive Family hereby waives now and forever any rights, claims or suits arising out of or from MBR's reasonable exercise of this provision.
d.
Adoptive Family understands and agrees that they will not be entitled to a refund of the Adoption Donation should the Dog need to be removed due to a breach of this Agreement by Adoptive Family.

10.
Declaration that Adoptive Family is not Affiliated with Any Commercial Breeding Program. In signing this Agreement, Adoptive Family covenants and agrees that it is in no way affiliated with any commercial breeding program.

11.
Inclusion of Adoption Application. The information contained within the Adoption Application completed by Adoptive Family, and the information obtained from the Adoption Application by MBR, is hereby incorporated into this Agreement. Adoptive Family agrees that, should any of the information contained within or obtained from the Adoption Application be found to be false or untrue in any capacity, then the Adoptive Family will be deemed to have breached this Agreement and will be bound by the terms contained in Paragraph 9 above.

12.
Application of Illinois Law. This Agreement and the application of interpretation hereof shall be governed exclusively by its terms and by the laws of the State of Illinois.

13.
Construction. Whenever the singular number is used in this Agreement and, when required by the context, the same shall include the plural and vice versa; and the masculine gender shall include the feminine and neuter genders and vice versa.

14.
Counterparts. This Agreement may be executed in counterparts, each of which shall be deemed an original but all of which shall constitute one and the same instrument.

15.
Headings. The headings in this Agreement are inserted for convenience only and are in no way intended to describe, interpret, define or limit the scope, extent or intent of this Agreement or any provision hereof.

16.
Heirs, Successors and Assigns. Each and all of the covenants, terms, provisions and agreements herein contained shall be binding upon and inure to the benefit of the parties hereto and, to the extent permitted by this Agreement, their respective heirs, legal representatives, successors and assigns.

17.
Arbitration. If any controversy or claim arising out of this Agreement or the fiduciary relationship arising out of the entrustment of the Dog to Adoptive Family cannot be settled, the controversy or claim shall be settled by arbitration in accordance with the rules of any Arbitration Service available in Lee County, Illinois, or the closest arbitration service to Lee County, Illinois, then in effect, and judgment on the award may be entered in any court having jurisdiction.

18.
Attorneys’ Fees and Costs of Enforcement. In the event arbitration or suit is instituted to enforce or determine the parties' rights or duties arising out of the terms of this Agreement, the prevailing party shall recover from the losing party reasonable attorneys’ fees incurred in such proceeding to the extent permitted by the arbitrator or court, as well as reasonable costs of mediation, arbitration or suit, including witness travel fees, subpoena fees and deposition expenses.

19.
Venue. The parties agree that the venue for mediation, arbitration or litigation shall be Lee County, Illinois.


20.
Entire Agreement. This Agreement and any other document to be furnished pursuant to the provisions hereof embody the entire agreement and understanding of the parties hereto as to the subject matter contained herein. There are no restrictions, promises, representations, warranties, covenants or undertakings other than those expressly set forth or referred to in such documents. This Agreement and such documents supersede all prior agreements and understandings among the parties with respect to the subject matter hereof.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties certify that they have read this Agreement in its entirety, understand and accept all of its terms and conditions, and have signed this Agreement on the date written above.

MIDWEST BLOODHOUND RESCUE, INC.


ADOPTIVE FAMILY

_____________________________________


____________________________________








____________________________________
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