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Midwest Bloodhound Rescue, Inc.

Caring for Your New Bloodhound
Congratulations on your new pet! All of us at MBR wish you many years of happiness and slobbers with your new friend. We have included some guidelines and advice to help you along the way.
Bringing Your New Dog Home
Car Travel - MBR does not require crating your new dog in the car when you take it home or on other trips. If you wish to do so, that is fine. Most bloodhounds travel very well and enjoy car rides. Even though most bloodhounds do not get car sick, it is not recommended to feed them a large meal prior to a long car ride. 
Introducing Other Pets - If you have other pets, do not immediately introduce them to the new dog. We advise having your current dogs inside the home and taking the new dog immediately to the back yard. Let him off the leash to sniff around, eliminate and get used to his new surroundings. After the dog has settled down, let one of your dogs into the back yard. Allow the dogs to sniff each other. Stay calm and very positive. The dogs may “posture” or raise their hackles at first. This is normal but should not get out of control. Once they seem comfortable with each other, then you can introduce other dogs in the same manner, one at a time. Your attitude will have a big affect on all of the dogs. If you are fearful, your other dog(s) may feel they need to protect you from the newcomer. Your new bloodhound only knows you, and not very well, at this point. He will be uncertain of many things and look to you for reassurance. 
Visitors - Keep visitors away or to a bare minimum for the first week. Everyone likes to show off their new pet but allow some time for you and the dog to become accustomed to each other and his new surroundings. Bloodhounds are very social dogs and they will enjoy meeting all sorts of new people – just give them a little time to settle in first.
Eating – This is a fairly stressful time period for your new dog. It is very common for bloodhounds not to eat or eliminate well for the first few days. There are a lot of new people, sights, smells, etc. that may take precedence in the beginning. Eventually, your new bloodhound will get hungry and will eat. As for other bodily functions, like the saying goes “this too shall pass”! 
Health
Eyes – A bloodhound’s eyes are naturally baggy and will accumulate crusty material in the corners. Keeping the eyes clean is important so that an infection does not occur. This can easily be accomplished by removing the crusty material by hand or with a warm washcloth. Cleanse the area frequently with a warm washcloth if your dog’s eyes to appear to be getting infected. The dog’s own immune system should be able to eliminate the infection within a few days. If it continues beyond this or your dog seems to be in pain, you should have your veterinarian check the eyes.
Ears – Bloodhounds ears are very long and heavy and the ear canal is very long and deep. The weight of the ear holds moisture and warmth inside the ear, making it a fertile breeding ground for bacteria and yeast. You should cleanse the inside of your dog’s ears at least weekly with a warm washcloth. A clean and dry ear is an impossible goal to achieve with a bloodhound. You just want to stay ahead of the gunk and not let too much accumulate. If there is a lot of material inside the ear, you may want to use a product such as Dr. Doug’s Ear Suds (MBR uses this and sells it as well) or Epi-Otic (available at your vet) to loosen the material prior to cleaning. If your bloodhound seems to be scratching at its ears more often or shaking its head after barking, there may be an infection present. Increase cleaning and it should resolve itself within a few days. If not, please check with your veterinarian. A yeast infection (identifiable by “yeasty”, stinky aroma) in the ear can be treated with an over-the-counter product containing Micozanole (i.e., Gyne-Lotrimin). Also, keep the bottoms of the bloodhound’s ears clean. Due to their length, they usually drag in the dog’s food and water bowls and then pick up dust/dirt from the ground. Over time, they can easily become quite caked with food. 
Paws – Bloodhounds have very large, sturdy paws with large nails. Most bloodhounds do not like to have their toenails clipped. Exercising them on concrete or similar rough surfaces will help keep the toenails trim but occasional trimming may still be necessary. Since bloodhounds are so food-driven, you can usually distract them enough with treats to get their nails trimmed. If in doubt, most veterinary offices or groomers perform nail clips at a reasonable cost.
Coat – Bloodhounds have very dense coats of hair. Bathing them frequently prevents the skin’s natural oils from performing properly and you may wind up with dry skin or an overly-oily coat. If you do bathe your bloodhound, MBR recommends a gentle product such as Head & Shoulders. Usually, frequent brushing will suffice to clean a dog’s coat and also remove dead hair. Products such as a Furminator, Shedding Blade (has two handles that hook together so the blade forms a loop) or a Zoom Groom (made by the same manufacturers and same material as the Kong toys) work very well. The Zoom Groom also massages your dog as you are brushing and they quite enjoy it. In the winter time or when the dog is exposed to hot, dry air, you may wish to add 1 tablespoon of olive oil to their food every few days. This will help keep the dog’s skin hydrated and prevent some of the white “flakies”. MBR also uses Bear Treats Salmon Oil (we sell it as a fundraiser also) daily. This product helps tremendously with their coats.
Weight – Do not overfeed your bloodhound. An overweight bloodhound is very unhealthy - it will dramatically shorten their lifespan and increase their risk of serious health issues. Your bloodhound should be on the lean side. You should not be able to see their ribs when they are standing but you should be able to easily feel their ribs through a layer of fur, skin and muscle. If your bloodhound is a puppy, do not try to achieve the “roly-poly” fat tummy puppy look. There is tremendous growth going on in your puppies’ joints and too much weight may injure them.

Allergies – Bloodhounds can be prone to allergies. The most common dog allergy is to wheat, which is found in most commercial dog foods. The foods MBR recommend below do not contain wheat. However, your dog may be prone to environmental allergies also. They exhibit some of the same symptoms as humans – runny, itchy eyes; sneezing; irritability; dry, scaly, itchy patches of skin that have lost their hair. They can be treated with Benadryl. MBR recommends that allergy-prone dogs be put on a daily supplement of Ester C, 500 mg. If your dog’s allergies are severe or if they are battling other illnesses, you can increase this amount to 1000mg per day.
Bloat – Bloodhounds are deep-chested dogs, which make them prone to a condition known as Bloat. Medical experts are still uncertain what exactly causes a dog to bloat but certain factors have been identified. Genetics does play a small role. Stress is another factor. Just as you suffer from heartburn, stomach upset, etc. when under a lot of stress, so does the dog’s chances of bloating increase. Food is the biggest factor. When the food swells in the dog’s stomach, it blocks off ingress/egress in the stomach. The food, gas and stomach acids are trapped. The dog’s stomach will begin to swell (sometimes greatly) and the dog will usually become quite agitated, drool heavily and try to wretch or eliminate. Once a case of bloat starts, you need to get your dog to a veterinarian immediately. Time will kill your dog. As the bloat progresses and the stomach distends, it may flip or “torsion”. Once that happens, blood supply to the stomach is cut off and immediate surgical intervention is mandatory. Identify a local emergency vet (one that is only open after-hours) or check with your vet for emergency procedures to follow should something unfortunate happen at 2 a.m. If you think your dog is bloating, get him to the vet immediately. Waiting to see if the dog gets better is not a good idea and may kill your dog. 
The saying “an ounce of prevention” is very true with bloodhounds and bloat prevention. Feed your bloodhound a high quality dog food, observe their behavior after eating, do not heavily exercise your dog and then feed it (or vice versa). Most of it is common sense and things you would not do for yourself either. Some people prefer to feed on raised food stands or soak the dog’s food first (this way the food has already absorbed the water and expanded so it will not expand further in the dog’s stomach). MBR’s opinion is that feeding raised is a personal preference.
Food

Your bloodhound should be fed a minimum of 2 times daily (MBR recommends breakfast and dinner). Their food should be a premium brand dog food with little to no filler content (grains) or by-products. The brands of dog food that MBR recommends are: 
· American Natural Premium: www.americannaturalpremium.com (MBR feeds this food exclusively)

· Fromm Pet Foods: www.frommfamily.com

· Natures Select: www.naturesselectpetfood.com
· Breeders Choice: www.breeders-choice.com
· Diamond - MBR recommend only the Premium Adult, Beef Meal & Rice, Lamb Meal & Rice and Senior 8+ formulas. Some Diamond formulas do have a small amount of wheat, others do not: www.diamondpetfood.com
· Pro Pac: www.propacpetfoods.com
· Wellness: www.oldmotherhubbard.com
Sometimes, a vitamin supplement is required for your dog’s overall health. One that MBR has used and recommends is Nupro (www.nuprosupplements.com). MBR has also used Bear Treats Salmon Oil with wonderful results.

MBR does not recommend free-feeding your bloodhound. It is hard to regulate how much food they are eating and can lead to serious behavioral issues if there are other animals in the home. Keep open bags of food tightly secured in containers. Bloodhounds have been known to literally gorge themselves to death. 
Treats - MBR is not real picky about treats, so long as they are kept to a minimum. Dogs eating pig ears are like humans eating potato chips. Frozen green beans and baby carrots can make tasty treats that are healthy for your dogs. Rawhide should be kept to a minimum. The best treat to give your dog is a raw beef bone right out of the freezer. NEVER give your dog a baked bone. 
People or Table Food - Bloodhounds love people food! If you wish to let them clean your plate after you are done eating (away from the table), that is fine. These are big, droolly, intelligent dogs. Always keep that in mind before letting any “bad” habits form. What may seem “cute” at first may become a big problem later one… and will be much harder to break at that point.
Behavior & Training
Bloodhounds are highly intelligent, very stubborn, curious, sensitive and goofy dogs. They also have the best nose in the canine world. Never, ever, underestimate your bloodhound’s intelligence or sense of smell. They will prove you wrong very quickly. When their nose is to the ground, they are essentially blind and deaf. When on a “good” scent, the only thing that matters to them is finding where it came from. They have been known to walk right into a moving train when on a hot trail. Man-trailing is their forte and they do it better than anyone. If you are interested in man-trailing for fun or work (SAR), please contact us for more information. 

Food aggression is the only area of aggression that comes naturally to a bloodhound. It should NOT be displayed towards humans but they do have a right to protect their food from other animals. MBR recommends feeding multiple dogs in separate areas, preferably in a crate, and from their own bowls. The food goes down, the dog eats the food immediately and the bowl is removed. Do not let children feed your dogs. Dogs do not look at children the same way as adults and do not have the same respect for them. There are many other tasks children can help perform to care for the dog – feeding should not be one of them. Should your dog display food aggression towards people, there are many ways of correcting this behavior. Please contact us for more details.
Raising a bloodhound is a lot like raising a child. They will tease 300 times for the same thing. If you say “yes” even once, that is the only time they will remember. They are not highly trainable but can learn basic commands with proper techniques and the use of food rewards. ALWAYS use positive reinforcement with your bloodhound. Negative reinforcement (smacking them, using a rolled-up newspaper, etc) will not have the desired reaction and may create other adverse behavioral issues. Firm consistency given with a loving hand will help guide your bloodhound to the desired behavior. There are two books that MBR highly recommend you read: The New Complete Bloodhound by Catherine Brey and Bloodhounds, An Owners Manual. Both are available online (www.amazon.com). 
The key to living successfully with a bloodhound is learning to adapt its behavior to fit your life-style – not breaking their spirit. MBR does NOT recommend using Gentle Leaders or Head Halti’s. You may contact us for further information regarding our position on them. MBR also does not recommend flat collars. Bloodhounds have a lot of loose skin around their neck and can slip quite easily out of a flat collar. MBR recommend a Martingale collar (combines the properties of a flat collar and a choke chain), choke chain, prong collar or harness. Ask a trained professional for the appropriate fitting and use of these collars. 
You should take your bloodhound to obedience classes. It does not matter if your dog is 6 years old. If nothing else, it is a good bonding time for you and the dog and helps establish you in the “alpha” role. You want to find a class or trainer that uses positive reinforcement and allows food rewards. If you can find a trainer that has experience with bloodhounds, that is even better. Most bloodhounds will never “heel” at your side. They are not designed to walk this way and to accomplish this usually requires breaking the dog’s spirit.

Your bloodhound can also NEVER be trusted off of a leash outside of a fenced area. It does not matter how much training or time you put into it. A loose bloodhound is a dead bloodhound. MBR recommends secure fencing, a minimum of 4 feet tall. Underground fencing has been proven to be ineffective with bloodhounds 9 times out of 10. Their drive to follow a scent is too strong and they will take the “hit” from the collar to follow it. As a rule, MBR does not recommend underground fences for any breed of dog. It does not prevent other people or animals from coming on to your property. How can you expect your bloodhound to stay in its yard if you have other children, strange dogs or wildlife traipsing through it all the time?
Keep your bloodhound highly socialized – go visit parks, playgrounds, drive around with your dog. They will love the interaction and all the new smells. If you only have one dog, set up “play-dates” for it. Just as you would not do well shuttered up in your house and back yard all the time, neither will your bloodhound.
Keep a light heart and a warm smile always handy. Bloodhounds are goofy animals and they greatly enjoy making us smile. Remember to think like a dog sometimes. Just because we don’t think a dirty tissue is a yummy treat does not mean that they look at it the same way. Same goes for cat litter boxes and “kitty krunchies”. Most Bloodhounds consider this to be a delicacy of the highest regard. Don’t get mad at them - they will not understand. Just take a deep breath, pat your dog on the head and find a new way of preventing them from getting to their desired object. 
